
 

The Viking 
View 

Voyager Elementary School January 

2016 

Office 

552-7500 

8:00am - 4:30pm 
 

 

Attendance 

552-7519 

24 hours per day 

 
 

Kids Kare  

 552-7505 

6:30am-9:00am & 

3:30pm-6:00pm 

Upcoming Events 

 

 PTO Meeting - 1/7 - 

4:00 p.m. 

 Board of Education 

Meeting - Re-

Organizational - 1/11 

 Little Caesars Pizza 

Night 1/14 

 PTO PJ and Crazy 

Sock Day 1/15 - $1.00 

 No School - 1/18 - MLK 

Day 

 Grades 1, 3 & 5 Vision 

Screening - 1/19, 

1/20, 1/21 

 K-5 Reports Cards Go 

Home 1/29 

 3rd Grade Music Pro-

gram - 2/2 - 2:00 and 

7:00 pm 

 

Happy New Year 

Excused From Gym/Recess 

Student Pick-up/Drop-off 

Visitor’s Pass 

Winter is here, and in Michigan that means cold days ahead.  Please 
make sure your child comes to school wearing appropriate clothing 
(coats, boots, gloves/mittens, hats, scarves and snow pants).  Although 
we are cautious when deciding to send the students out for recess, we do 
try to send them out for even a short period each day.  Please dress them 
appropriately.  If you child gets wet on the playground due to the weather 
or wet playground equipment, they may call home from the classroom or 
the clinic to request dry clothing.  Packing extra clothes in back packs 
may help keep students prepared. 

Please be reminded of our procedure for staying in for recess due to ill-
ness/injury.  A doctors note is necessary to release a student from recess 
or gym.  We are equipped to support students for inside recess with this 
documentation.  If your child has a chronic illness with a physician’s note 
stating that he/she needs to be inside, we will make accommodations.  If 
you feel that your child should remain indoors for recess, then perhaps 
he/she should remain at home until they are well enough to participate 
fully in school.  As always, we thank you for your cooperation. 

Thank you to all the cooperative parent drivers who pick up and drop off 
students at Voyager.  There has been a decrease in double parking and 
an increase in patience. 

For safety sake, when you enter the building, please stop by the office to 
check in and receive a visitor’s pass.  Please keep in mind that all doors 
are locked during the school day.  When bringing your students to school, 
please be sure you are continuing to follow the policy of walking your 
child only to the end of the carpet before the stairs.  We are seeing much 
less congestion in the hallways, which continues to keep our students as 
safe as possible and help our teachers get their mornings started. 

Kindergarten Registration 

The 2016-2017 Kindergarten Registration date has yet to be determined 
at the time of publication of this newsletter.  Please watch for further in-
formation to follow, as the event is typically held in early spring. 



 

MONDAY, JANUARY 4-Classes Resume 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5 - After School Swim 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7-LOC 1:40-2:50p.m. 

      PTO Meeting 4 p.m. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 11-Board of Educ Mtg  (Re          

                -Organizational Meeting) - 7pm 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12 - After School Swim 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13 - Lunch Buddies 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 - LOC 1:40-2:50p.m. 

                Little Caesars Pizza Night 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15- PTO Crazy Socks and PJ

        Day - $1.00 

 

NO SCHOOL, MONDAY, JANUARY 18 

 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19 - After School Swim 

JANUARY 19-21- Gr. 1, 3 & 5 Vision Screening 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21– LOC 1:40-2:50p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 22 -  Quarter II Ends 

MONDAY, JANUARY 25 - Quarter III Begins 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26 - After School Swim 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27 - Gr. 1, 3 & 5   

     Vision Re-Screen 

      Lunch Buddies 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28– LOC 1:40-2:50p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29 - K-5 Report Cards Go 

           Home 

 

 

  

 

While the holidays are a festive time of year, they can 
also be a time of great stress for families. There are pre-

sents to be bought, friends and family to entertain, money 
to be spent, children to be enjoyed. Here are some tips 

for surviving the festive season with the kids, and en-
couraging some gratitude along the way. 
 
Set the Stage. Model the behavior you want to see. If kids 
see you stressed out, they'll feed on that and the tension 

in the house will explode. Stay calm, cool, and controlled and 
their attitudes and actions will follow.  
 
Prepare and Coach. Prepare children ahead of time for up-
coming events and let them know what your expectations are. 
For example, “So when we get there, you’ll have time to play 
with your cousins. And then when it’s dinnertime, we all will sit 
at the table. I expect you to do that for at least 30 minutes. 
Then you can go play with everyone again.” It’s important that 
expectations are developmentally appropriate. Think your 
child can realistically sit nicely for 15 minutes? Let that be the 
thing you focus on. Want your son to speak kindly to an aunt 
he doesn’t know? Practice that conversation in advance.  
 
Get Help. Cooking, cleaning, shopping, and parenting during 
this busy season can be overwhelming. Get help wherever 
possible. Is Grandma anxious to see the kids again? No prob-
lem - drop them off and use the time to get some of your holi-
day errands done. Has your kindly neighbor offered to watch 
the kids or to host a play date at their home? Take them up on 
their offer, guilt-free, and use the time to get caught up on 
your to-do list. Now is the time to take up friends and family 
on their offers of support. 
 
Have a Game Plan. Every parent knows that a bored child is 
a whiny child. Have activities planned in advance in order to 
keep them busy. This can include play dates with other kids, 
movie and game nights with the family, or simply just lists of 
“open choice” options for when boredom strikes.  
 
Have a Gratitude Action. Ask your children to think about 
someone outside of the family who has helped them. Think 
about people you don’t normally thank — the custodian at 
school, the mail carrier, the bus driver. Then do something to 
express appreciation, whether that’s a note, a gift, or an offer 
to do something helpful.  
 
Have a peaceful holiday season! Reach out if you need any 
support, insight, or assistance: martink@howellschools.com. 
 
Kim Martin 
School Counselor 

 
 

  OUNSELOR’S 



 V.I.P. WINNERS FOR DECEMBER 
 

What is a V.I.P.?  A Viking in Positive Situations…  These awards are given by staff members to any student they 
see being their B.E.S.T.  
 

Voyager Mission Statement 
 

Voyager Elementary School, in partnership with families and the community, seeks to inspire all children to 
achieve academically, to be their personal B.E.S.T. and to become enthusiastic life-long learners. 

 
B – Be Bucket Fillers 

E – Give our Best Effort 
S – Be Safe 

T – Take Responsibility 

 

Every two weeks on Friday, 6 students will be drawn from all the V.I.P. entries in the office.  These six students 

will win a small prize, a free children’s meal from a local restaurant, a “Thumbs-Up” charm for their backpack key 

chain and their first name on the electronic sign for one week.  At the end of each month, all students that have an 

entry ticket in the  office, will automatically be called to the office on the morning announcements and will receive 

a “Thumbs-Up” charm.  Students can obtain one charm each month.  Here are the Voyager V.I.P.’s for December 

 

WAY TO GO VIKINGS!  WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!!! 

       

  V.I.P. WINNERS/TEACHER                                         V.I.P. CHARM WINNERS/TEACHER                                                            

                

                                                                                           
 

Ruby - Gariepy 
Kaitlyn - Keddle 
Elijah - Gariepy 
Kimmee - Baker 
Natalie - Gariepy 
Lilly - Malewitz 

Simmie - Hibbard 
Vivian - Gariepy 
Steven - Vischer 
Zachary - Laviolette 
Kaydence - Keddle 
Luci - Keddle 
Cara - Vischer 
Noah - Clees 
Tabitha - Baker 
Jaidah - Gariepy 
Alex - Hibbard 
Aidyn - Vischer 
Dominic - Keddle 
Alison - Vischer 
Olivia - Hibbard 
Reese - Keddle 
Bella - Dorer 
Leora - Laviolette 
Alyson - Laviolette 
Kaiden - Vischer 
Sam - Clees 
Neko - Vischer 
Aaliyah - Hibbard 
Alex - Cosgrove 
Dylan - Laviolette 
Zander - Gariepy 
Beckett - Cosgrove 
Brandon - Clees 
Braden - Laviolette 

Luke - Cosgrove 
Brayden - Hibbard 
Max - Keddle 
Kylin - Keddle 
Delanie - Clees 
Dayra - Clees 
Elaine - Vischer 
Aiden - Clees 
Blake - Keddle 
Jake - Vischer 
Aiden - Keddle 
Nick - Hibbard 
Tony - Hibbard 
Alexis - Cosgrove 
Christina - Clees 
Jonathon - Laviolette 
Zach - Hibbard 
Caitlyn - Hibbard 
Lucas - Dorer 
Drew - Vischer 
Garrick - Vischer 
Rylan - Hibbard 
Will - Hibbard 
Macy - Rodman 
McKenna - Hibbard 
Evan - Cosgrove 
Emma - Hibbard 
Jimmy - Foltz 

Kaya - Vischer 
Grace - Gariepy 
Reid - Keddle 
Sarah - Clees 
Davin - Hibbard 
Riley - Hibbard 
Brooke - Clees 
Josh - Baker 
Samantha - Laviolette 
Cooper - Hibbard 
Sydney - Hibbard 
Jake - Hibbard 
Hannah - Vischer 
Gracie - Hibbard 
Kaylin - Dorer 
Sydney - Keddle 
Olivia - Baker 
Sophia - Keddle 
Bryce - Dorer 
Ella - Vischer 
Dru - Hibbard 
Starlena - Laviolette 
Bobby - Gariepy 
Ben - Keddle 
Elliana - Vischer 
Andrew - Gariepy 
Addison - Keddle 
Rhoan - Vischer 



 PLEASE NOTE!! 
MORNING SUPERVISION AT VOYAGER  
ELEMENTARY BEGINS AT 8:45A.M.  (School starting time is 
8:50 a.m.) Many students have been arriving as early as 25 minutes 
before the start of school.   
 
Students arriving before supervision time will be taken to the 
Kids Kare program and their parents will be charged $20.00 for 
childcare.  Please know that the Voyager Kids Kare may have open-
ings in its morning childcare program.  If you are interested, please 
call 548-6310.  We thank you in advance for your understanding and 
cooperation with this matter. 
 
AFTERNOON DISMISSAL IS AT 3:47P.M. AND  
STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO BE PICKED 
UP NO LATER THAN 3:47 P.M.  Students that remain in the 
office will be put in the Kids Kare program at a charge of $20.  The 
office staff has numerous jobs to attend to at the end of the day that 
require their complete attention.  Thank you for your understanding 
and cooperation in this matter. 

 
 

CALLING IN ABSENCES 
When calling in an absence/tardy for your student PLEASE use our 
attendance line (517) 552-7506.  This is the best way to ensure your 
student’s absence is recorded accurately.  We really appreciate your 
cooperation in this matter. 

 
 
 

VISITOR/VOLUNTEER INFORMATION 
 

When in the building for any reason please stop in the office to 
sign in and pick up a pink visitor sticker.  This procedure is 

mandatory to ensure the safety of all students. 
 

Please note that to promote the safety of our students, lunch-
time recess is strictly reserved for students and playground  

supervisors only. 
 

When you are bringing your child to school, we ask that you say 
your goodbyes no further than the main staircase.  We are try-
ing to minimize congestion in our hallways and keep our build-
ing safe for all those within. 
 
When you bring belongings in for your child during the school 
day, we ask that you leave these items in the office and your 
student will be called down to retrieve them.  Please do not go 
to your child’s locker or classroom without stopping at the of-
fice. 
 
We thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

 
ATTENDANCE REMINDERS!! 

 
STUDENTS WHO: 
 
      Arrive after 8:50 but prior to 9:50 AM = Tardy 
      Arriving after 9:50 AM = 1/2 day absence 
      Leave before 2:47 PM = 1/2 day absence 
      Leave after 2:47 PM but before 3:47 PM= Early Dismissal 
          

PLEASE                    

REMEMBER 

 

** MESSAGES TO STUDENTS must  be called in to the 

school office prior to 2:45 PM!!!  All announcements and messages 

are made to the individual classrooms at that time and the teachers 

appreciate the least amount of interruptions as possible.  Late 

phone calls mean continuous interruptions to the classrooms!! 

 

 

**LISTEN TO WHMI for information about school closings 

and/or delays.  The office would appreciate it very much!!   

 

Changes in plans??? 

 

A note must be sent in with your student (s) if they are not follow-

ing the usual means of transportation after school (i.e. being 

picked up instead of riding the bus).  IF A STUDENT DOES NOT 

HAVE A NOTE AND/OR A MESSAGE IS NOT PHONED INTO THE 

OFFICE, THE CHILD WILL FOLLOW HIS/HER USUAL AFTER 

SCHOOL ROUTINE. 

 
 
 

LUNCH ACCOUNTS 
 

When “depositing” money into your student’s lunch account, 
please send cash or a check made out to HOWELL FOOD SER-
VICE in an envelope with the student’s name, their teacher’s name 

and the amount to be deposited in the account.  Please visit 
www.howellschools.com and click on Food Service or  

sendmoneytoschool.com  
You will need your students ID number—you can get this by  

calling the Voyager office at anytime 
 

 

 

HELP!!!  Many of our special needs programs are based 

on the free and/or reduced meal count.  Students are 

offered breakfast and/or lunch at NO or REDUCED cost 

if their family qualifies financially.  If you feel you fall 

within the guidelines, please call the school office and 

we will be happy to send an application home with your 

student.   As usual, all information is confidential. 

 

 
           
 
 
 

VOYAGER’S WEBSITE 
Voyager Elementary has it’s own website.  You can  

access it through our HPS homepage at 
www.howellschools.com On this website you can click on 

Schools, then click on Voyager  and view school events and 
happenings.  Please visit often as the site is updated regularly. 

 
 
 
 



 Howell Public Schools Winter Weather School Closing Process 
 

As Michigan experiences its first snap of winter weather, Howell Public Schools 

would like to share its approach to school closings due to inclement weather. 

There are several factors that guide the district’s decision-making when it comes to 

school closing. First and foremost, is the safety of students and staff. 

Howell Public Schools makes a good faith effort to cancel school no later than 

5:30 a.m. to provide families as much time as possible to make arrangements for child care and so on. 

Once the decision has been made to cancel school the district will notify parents via ParentLink. Please 

make sure that your contact information is up-to-date so you receive these messages. You can update 

your contact information at www.howellschools.com by clicking on “update information” to the right 

of your screen.  

 

School closings are posted on www.howellschools.com, the district’s Facebook page and Twitter account. 

Additionally, school closings are announced on WHMI 93.5, WJBK Fox 2, WDIV Local 4, WLNS Chan-

nel 6 and WXYZ Channel 7. When snow or ice falls overnight or early in the morning, several members 

of the Howell Public Schools transportation staff spend time driving the roads to determine whether 

road conditions are such that buses can safely transport students. Howell Public Schools covers 167 

square miles and encompasses both paved and dirt roads. O ften the main roads are fine but the back 

roads and subdivision roads are not. While the transportation staff is checking road conditions,  

conference calls between the superintendents in Livingston County and the road commission take place 

to discuss current and predicted weather conditions. You may see that some schools in the county close 

when Howell Public Schools does not; that is because of varied conditions throughout Livingston 

County. 

 

Howell Public Schools will cancel school if the air temperature with wind chill is expected to be at or 

below -20 degrees Fahrenheit during the period of time that a student is going to be waiting for a bus 

or walking to school. Students are always encouraged to dress in layers to protect themselves from the 

cold. Other factors that can lead the district to cancel school include power outages and other building 

problems. When this is the case, parents will be notified using all of the methods listed above. 

 

What Determines Indoor Recess? 

 
On possible inclement weather days, the school office checks the temperature no later than 11:00 a.m. 

by logging on to http:/ / www.wunderground.com - The temperature and/ or wind chill need to be 10 

degrees or less to call indoor recess. 

 

Students go outside each day after lunch unless there is inclement weather. We encourage your child to 

come to school with warm outerwear. 

 

Many times your child will come in from recess with wet clothing.  Your child will be able to call home 

from the classroom at the teachers discretion to request a change of clothing to be brought in for him/

her.  If you prefer, a change of clothing can be kept in your child's locker for such an incident. 



 

Information: (517) 540-8355  
On the web: www.howellrecreation.org 

Get Ready to Swim with the Ducks while we celebrate Rubber Ducky Day! 
On January 10th 2016, the pool will be filled with over 4,000 little yellow rubber duckies!  

Join us for ducks, prizes, and more ducks for this fun, unique event! 
Sunday January 10th 

                                     1:00-2:30pm 
                                        $5/ person or $18/ family of 4 

Open Swims! 
 

Friday 6:00-7:30pm 
$3.00 kids/ $3.50 adults 

 
Saturday 1:00-2:30pm 

$3.00 kids/ $3.50 adults 
 

*Wibit will be set up 1st & 3rd Saturday of every 

month. Wibit swim $4 per person* 

$99 Fitness Special is back for January! 
For $99 you can take UNLIMITED instructor led fitness classes  for  

January, February & March! Not able to commit to 3 months? Don’t worry, we will still be offering $35 monthly 

for  UNLIMITED instructor led fitness classes! 

Includes all water, land and cycling classes!! 

     Elementary After School Swims 
      Tuesday & Fridays  3:45-5:00pm 

   These swims are for Elementary age children only and younger siblings only. Swimmers 

must have a permission slip with parents name & phone number and anyone under 48" and/or needing a life 

jacket must have a parent in the water with them. As always, transportation is provided on a rotational schedule                                 

    Swimmers must be picked up by 5:15pm  


